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A LITTLE-KNOWN AUCTION

CIRCUIT THAT STRETCHES
FROM OHIO TO TEXAS IS
SELLING THOUSANDS OF
EXOTIC ANIMALS, FROM
MONKEYS AND LEOPARDS
TO GENETIC NOVELTIES
LIKE “LIGERS” AND “ZORS-
ES.” IT'S A $100-MILLION-
A-YEAR BUSINESS—AND
GROWING. ~ By Jim Mason

VIDEOGRAPHY BY STREET VISIONS



At noon in Macon, Missouri, Lolli Brothers’ stuffy, win-

dowless sales arena is packed with people. Under a sea of

cowboy hats and camouflage caps, all eyes are watching the
bidding on Watusi cattle, an African breed with improbably
huge horns. The auctioneer’s pitch blasts from the speaker
system like machine-gun fire, and after several bursts, it
stops. A pregnant cow in the caged-in ring below is sold for
$5,800. Gates open, handlers shout, and she trots from the
ring, snorting and switching the air with her horn span.

Soon another auctioneer takes the microphone and stirs up
bidding on a run of miniature cattle, then zebu, a dewlapped,

humped type of domestic cattle common in Africa and Asia.

and sun, it somehow seems surreal that by evening this auc-
tion will be offering fainting goats—a breed with an inherit-
ed muscular defect called myotonia congenita, which causes the
animal to stiffen and fall after a hand clap or some sudden
stress. The sale is sanctioned by the International Fainting
Goat Association, whose ]obo shows a goat flat on its back
with its legs straight in the air.

By week’s end, Lolli Brothers auctioneers had sold ostrich-
es, theas, moose, elk, various kinds of deer, kanglroos lla-
mas, camels, zebras, miniature horses and donkeys, primates,
cats, birds, and reptiles—I0,000 animals in all. And those
were the live ones. Some 1,000 head and full-body taxidermy
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CAMERAS ARE NOT ALLOWED INSIDE THE LOLLI BROTHERS AUCTION HOUSE IN MACON, MISSOURI. BUT AN AUDUBON HIDDEN CAMERA RECORDED THE ABOVE SCENES:

I get up and meander about—out to the stalls and pens
where people are huddled in groups, muttering. The usual
air of a country fair is missing today; the mood here is down.

Only a Couph of hours earlier, a man had been fatally
gored in the Lolli Brothers auction ring. As hundreds
watched that morning, a water buffalo cow had attacked her
owner, thrown him across the ring, and pinned him against a
fence. The cow then charged and injured another man when
he tried to rescue the owner. Observers said the cow had re-
acted in defense of her three-month-old calf, who was also
up for sale.

Now, outside the arena, braced by September’s clearest air
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mounts also changed hands during the six-day Fall Exotic
Animal and Bird Sale, which was touted as “the largest sale
of its kind in the world.”

Lolli Brothers is the epicenter of a broad belt of exotic-
animal auctions that stretches from Ohio to Texas. These
sales have been “proliferating like mad” in recent years,
according to Richard Crawford, an acting assistant deputy
administrator for the US. Department of Agriculture’s Ani-
mal and Plant Health Inspection Service. Together with
dozens of magazines such as Rare Breeds Journal and Animal
Finders’ Guide, the auction circuit helps feed a market in rare
and unusual animals that now exceeds $100 million a year,
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